SIR,-I wish to comment on the management of asthma in the first year of life reported in the recent consensus statement.' It is unfortunate that such reports do not supply references for their contentions nor do they indicate where serious differences of opinion exist.
In particular I would challenge the statement that the more troublesome children under 1 year should be given oral 2-stimulants and/or oral xanthines. As far as I am aware there is no evidence that these drugs are of benefit in children under 1 year and two authors of the report have assessed this. In view of the known side effects of these drugs, it seems ill advised to recommend them when they are of no proven benefit and the balance of the literature suggests they may be harmful.
While As outlined in the last section of the document, it was clear that treatment of asthma in children less than 1 year of age was being recommended mainly on clinical anecdote rather than from firm scientific evidence. There are exceedingly few controlled trials of any form of treatment in this age group. As Dr Lines rightly points out the value of nebulised ipratropium bromide has become somewhat contentious. There are studies that would suggest that corticosteroids have no value and the one study of nebulised sodium cromoglycate equally would suggest that it was not efficacious. Nevertheless, the clinicians at the consensus were of the opinion that there were situations in which all of these drugs were sometimes of value. It would be a brave paediatrician who denied any treatment to an infantile asthmatic who was in severe difficulties and merely relied on correction of hydration and giving oxygen. We have recently completed a controlled trial of the use of nebulised budesonide in severe infantile asthma. Several of the patients were below 1 year of age, and there is no doubt that this particular compound is of benefit. Hopefully other trials will be conducted with alternative therapeutic modalities, which might allow us to present a more authoritative view on the management of the infant wheezer. 
